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MERRY CHRISTMAS from the Staff & Students of New Life For Youth 

My monthly pledge is: o$200 o$150 o$100 o$50 o$20  other_______
I would like to give a one time gift of: o$500 o$250 o$100 o$50 o$20  other____
Name__ _____________________________ Email Address _______________________ Phone #___________
Address ____________________________________ City ________________________ State ____ Zip________
Credit Card Type oMastercard  oVisa  oDiscover
Credit Card # _____________________________________________ Exp.Date _____________CVV #________ 
Use this form to authorize New Life For Youth to charge your credit card the specified amount every month. lf you 
wish to stop these monthly charges, contact NLFY Bookkeeping Dept. @ 804-276-6767 and indicate that you wish 
the monthly charges to end, specifying your name, address, and phone number. 

Giving changes lives.  

Through your support, together we give the gift of HOPE.

FINISH STRONG
As you’re considering your End of Year 
Giving, please partner with us in this life-
changing work. When each of us is willing to 
do what God is asking us to do, He is faithful 
to jump right in the middle of it, empowering 
and equipping us to set the captives free and 
introduce Him to the world. 

New Life For Youth is a 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt organization.
United Way #3224  /  CFC #92558
Donations and contributions are tax-deductible as allowed by law.
Donations by mail should be sent to:
PO Box 13526, Richmond, VA 23225

December 2017

OUT WITH THE OLD - IN WITH THE NEW 
If you’re making room for the new clothes, 
shoes, electronics, computers, household 
items and appliances your family receives for

 Christmas, consider donating old items 
to New Life For Youth! Your old stuff 
can give a new life to a young person 
who really wants a chance to change.all donations are tax-deductible 

One of the greatest pains a former addict feels is in knowing 
how much they hurt their families through their lifestyle of 
addiction.

Moms and dads who come to NLFY struggle to forgive 
themselves for how the hold of addiction caused them to 
abandoned their children. Many have lost custody and have 
lost hope of ever seeing that relationship restored. Even after 
getting clean and sober, they see themselves as undeserving 
of the honor of being a parent, feeling that they squandered 
that privilege. 

The hardest person to forgive is yourself.

But God sees the whole thing differently. He heals and He 
mends the torn places; even those relationships that are 
damaged by destructive choices. He sets things right when 
we are willing to surrender.  

“By age eleven, I was 
numbing myself with 
alcohol and cocaine to 
cope with the violent 
physical and sexual 
abuse of my childhood.” 
Eleven years old.
“Full of anger, I’d lost all 
hope and self-control. 
Using drugs became 

more important than my family, my 
children, and my own life. Robbery, 
dealing drugs, and even selling myself 
to get high, I was facing serious charges. 
It sounds strange, but I was relieved 
when I went to jail. I was safe. It was 
finally over. I could stop running.” 
Michelle knew she needed to try 
something different. “Since coming 
to the Mercy House, I’ve surrendered 
my past, my present and 
my future to the Lord. I’m 
learning to forgive the ones 
who’ve hurt me & learning 
to forgive myself.”

“God has restored broken relationships and opened doors I never 
imagined possible. I trust in God’s promise that the good work He has 
begun in me He will see to completion. My life is changed forever.” 

HOPE renewed.

On November 20, Michelle and her 
daughter, Mikaila, reconnected at The 
Mercy House, face to face for the first 
time in 13 years.  “God is incredible. 
He has blessed me beyond my wildest 
dreams.”

families RESTORED.

God’s moving mountains, ya’ll !

Call: 804-276-6059

Mikaila was 3 years old the last time she 
saw her mom. Now that Michelle has 
found freedom in Christ at NLFY, they are 
able to heal & get to know each other.



HOPE
is

BORN

1-844-231-HOPE

 Dec. 3      Family Support Group
                   @NLOI Church 
 Dec. 17    Toys Of Hope
 Dec. 24    Christmas Eve @NLOI
                 The Christmas Story
                    told by Victor Torres
 Dec. 31     NYE Celebration
 Jan.  7       Family Support Group
                   @Mercy House 
 Jan. 13       COAT GIVEAWAY                                
 Feb. 11     Family Support Group
                   @NLOI Church 
 Mar. 4       Family Support Group
                   @Men’s Ranch 

*For details: 804-276-6767

Here’s What’s Happening....

 Because you gave...
…NLFY has been able to provide housing, food, 
clothing and personal items to a record number of 
young people in our 12-18 month program;
…families have been restored, marriages saved, and 
children and parents reunited;
…we have been able to train our students in a trade, 
continue their education, ground them in the Word 
of God and prepare them for their future; 
…young men and women have been set free from 
alcohol, drugs and other life-controlling issues and 
provided the tools so they never have to choose that 
old life again.

Because you gave...
…we were able to expand our Richmond Men’s Home 
bringing more young men off the streets and raising 
them up to be men of God;
…our Women’s Program moved into a larger, 
renovated home with more space, allowing us 
to give shelter and security to even more hurting 
young women, the majority of whom have suffered 
unthinkable abuse and neglect;
…Mercy Mom’s House is being readied for more 
moms and kids to move in over the coming months.

Because you gave...
...we were able to expand our Family Support efforts 
to guide loved ones as they, themselves, heal from 
the effects of substance abuse;
…additional volunteers, teachers, and mentors have 
joined our team to give one-on-one guidance to 
addicts who came to us, ready to change their lives;
…continued education and training has been made 
available to our team adding a Peer Recovery 
Specialist to our counseling staff. 

Because you gave...
…we expanded our New Life Food Pantry again this 
year, serving upwards of 350,000 meals in 2017;
…NLFY, remaining active in education and prevention, 
participated in several sports camps for at-risk youth.

Because you gave...
…NLFY has been able to fulfill Matthew 25:36-40, 
meeting the spiritual and practical needs of our 
community.

All of this and more is being accomplished because 
you prayed and you volunteered and you gave of 
your finances. I can’t wait to see how God uses you 
in 2018!

Carlos and Rosalinda Rivera
Executive Directors

Hope Notes:

      

Unconditional Love
vs

Uncontrolled Life

Family Support

                 
      Claudia Perez-Barragan

Director of Counseling 
                                                            cperez@newlifeforyouth.org

      NLFY FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP
                  see schedule below

When someone you love is addicted to drugs or alcohol it is nothing 
short of heartbreaking. Loving them unconditionally, without 
restrictions or conditions can be confusing. Where do you draw the   
line? 

This is where your life becomes a constant battle between head 
and heart…especially if the addict is your child. Your head is 

saying you have to change your approach, but your heart is pulling you to do whatever 
you can to keep the addicted person safe and protected and comfortably wrapped 
in love. The problem many parents have is how they misdefine “unconditional love.” 

Unconditional love does not mean allowing an uncontrolled life. It doesn’t mean that you 
need to enable the addict and support their addiction.

 

What unconditional love does mean is that you will 
continue to love them, and do everything in your own 
power to assist them in the healing process, even if that 
healing comes by refusing to “rescue” them. Unconditional 
love, in the truest sense, is your willingness to endure all 
so that your loved one can become whole, once again.

“‘I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you visited 
me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.’ ...‘Truly, I say to 
you, as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brothers, you 
did it to me.’” Matt. 25:36, 40

Give to NEW LIFE FOR YOUTH without even trying...

Trees for Sale
Call: 804-276-6059AmazonSmile is a simple 

way to support NLFY at no 
extra cost to you. Choose 
us as your charity at  
s m i l e . a m a z o n . c o m 
and Amazon will 
donate a portion of the 
purchase price to NLFY.

 Thank You 
for choosing 

New Life for Youth 
as your 

United Way 
charity of choice.
 United Way #3224
 CFC #92558

newlifeforyouth.org


